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“ Leaky CIA- —

Secrecy obviously is an es-
J\intial condition for conduct-
ig any intelligence activity.
Y¢l the Central Intelligence
Agency is having difficulty in
mecling it.

The CIA’s function "is not
only to gather but also -to
evaluate information. The sec-

“ond aspect can be even more
important than the first.
(rathering -information. may
tell us something about the .
cnemy’s intentions. Qur ev- .
aluation of it could tell the en- '
cmy  something  about our
own. Hence it should be kept -
all the more sceret,

The Johnson administraton
denies that the CIA paper on -
Viet Nam which fell into the -
hands of a Chicago newspaper
(rind therefore available to the
enemy upon publication) rep-
resents either government or.
. CIA policy. * We hope not be- .
cauge its extremely pessimis- -
fic evaluation, repeating -
Fresident de Gaulle’s proposal
ot neutralization,” was - re- -
jected by Washington- as a
move toward surrendering the
region to the Communists.

The CIA paper, whether the
work of only one man, as Sec-
retary Rusk maintains, or of
more than one is nevertheless -
a CIA paper. It may have '
been just “another “think
piéce,” such 4s most govern-
ment agencies and newspayers .
ask their staffs to write. But
CIA thinking, individual or col-
lective, is supposed to be se-
cret because it is related to -
what is supposed to be intel-
ligence at the highest level,

Generalizing a leak to one
paper by making it available
1o all may help defuse domes- °
lic political repercussions to a
potentially damaging evalua-
tion.  But it does not help
restore confidence in the CIA -
cither at home or ahroad.—
New York Herald Tribune
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